Silver Falcons - Planning is continuing for the Oct 4th – 8th, Silver Falcon Convention.  Bob Canfield emailed that he now won’t be able to make the convention this year, but is planning on attending the one in 2007.  There have been two additions, Chuck Foster and Bill Shields.  So right now, there are nine Silver Falcons who have indicated they are planning on attending the convention.  If you are planning on attending the convention, please email Kirk Brown at ltckirkbrown@juno.com.  Reminder to all that room reservations must be made by calling the SilverWood Hotel and Convention Center at toll free (866)602-8120 by COB Wednesday, Sep 20th for the $69 per night rate. 

     Bill Shields of Red Oak, Iowa, has completed his 43rd year of participation in the ALO program.  He regretfully informed the Silver Falcons of the passing of Paul Hillman in Essex on Aug 8th. Paul will be interred in Arlington National Cemetery on Oct 3rd.  He was preceded in death by his wife Rosalee. Paul was one of the original members of the Silver Falcons.

     Bob and Betty Peary of Denver, will visit Art and Gerry Ragen in Carmel, CA, in September.  As a captain in 1955, Art was assigned to the Admissions Directorate at the new USAFA at Lowry Field, CO.  The director was Col Jim Hunter, who gave Art the unique Air Force job of modeling the cadet uniforms for Cecil B. DeMille of the movie industry.  After leaving his assignment at the Academy, Art became the director of public affairs at the Pentagon, Peterson AFB, and back at the Academy.  He contacted the Silver Falcons over a year ago to notify us of the death of Col Hunter.  Art was often in the public limelight during his career, being a friend of General Doolittle and other notables.

     John Riffle, another original ALO, sent in some interesting news.  He was the Liaison Coordinator in western Missouri and Eastern Kansas.  His appointment was by Maj Gen James Briggs.  He too started his career while the Academy was at Lowry Field.  In addition to his ALO career, John has been voted to the board of directors of the Missouri State Fair Foundation, inducted in the Missouri Angus Breeders Futurity Hall of Fame, and appointed to the Missouri Land Reclamation Commission. He and his wife Jean always spend Thanksgiving in Colorado Springs with friends in Black Forest and plan to again this year.  His schedule had prevented him from attending the Silver Falcons Convention in recent years, but early on they were in attendance each time.  They presently operate the John Riffle Angus Farms in Missouri.

     Hollis and Kathy Hatfield of Colorado Springs, will travel to northern Italy in September to attend several musical performances and tour the area.  Kathy has been a piano instructor in her home for several years.

     A friend of some to the Silver Falcons in Colorado Springs, retired Col Jim Dunn and his wife Marilyn went on a group tour of northern Italy last spring.  Jim was previously the Chief of Staff at the Academy.

     After running the 50th Annual Pikes Peak Marathon last year, Kirk Brown decided to take it easy this year and volunteered to be a race official for both the Pikes Peak Ascent and Marathon.  He was at the finish line at the top of Pikes Peak for the Ascent on Saturday, Aug 19th, and in Manitou Springs on Sunday, Aug 20th, at the marathon finish line.  He donated a total of 20 volunteer hours during the two days.  His next planned assault of Pikes Peak will be the 2010 marathon.  He has done a total of two Pike Peak Ascents and two Pikes Peak Marathons.

     Our By-Laws, approved at the 2005 Silver Falcons Convention, state that the Silver Falcons Affinity Group will have a President and Vice President.  So far, the Vice President position remains unfilled, so if anybody wishes to run for this office, please let Kirk know before Oct 4th,so an election or appointment can be made at the convention.

     A reminder to everybody that if you move and/or change your email address, please let Kirk know so the membership records can be updated.  Presently there are quite a few out dated email addresses on the roster and a lot of the sent email gets returned stating addressee unknown.  We encourage everybody to stay in touch by sending information to Kirk Brown, Silver Falcons Affinity Group President, through email at ltckirkbrown@juno.com; or by mail at 2539 Craycroft Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80920-1423.  You can also write or call Ruth Whitaker at 5422 Fiesta Lane, Colorado Springs, CO 80918-1914, Phone (719) 598-2983.  Go Air Force  

